Experience
the Friendship
We look forward to your contribution as
an invaluable investment into the growth,
outreach, and enhancement of Nikka Yuko
Japanese Garden. Let us work with you to
develop a plan and shared vision for your
participation in our City’s treasured garden.

MICHELLE DAY, Executive Director
ed@nikkayuko.com
403.328.3511

www.NikkaYuko.com

NIKKA YUKO
JAPANESE GARDEN
Grow With Our Garden

GROW THE FRIENDSHIP
The Garden is a place of beauty and calmness, a beacon
for inclusion and multiculturalism and a place for self reflection
and personal growth. In our current social climate, with the never
ending 24-hour news cycle, identity politics and eat or be
eaten mentalities, we see this Japanese Garden as something
much more than an arrangement of beautiful rocks, flowing water
and aged wood. It is an oasis of wisdom and virtue which invites
us in to reflect and celebrate experiences together.
Not withstanding these challenges, we have considerable
opportunity. We invite you to join us on our continuing journey of
growth while Nikka Yuko expands with new cultural, historical and
horticultural experiences.
The Garden has always required the united efforts of all citizens
and so the Lethbridge and District Japanese Garden Society
and Nikka Yuko Japanese Garden invite you to review the
enclosed sponsorship opportunities booklet and consider giving
back, or giving again, to a place that is the signature attraction
in Lethbridge, Alberta. We invite you to Grow with our Garden.

Brad Hembroff
President, Lethbridge & District
Japanese Garden Society

Nikka Yuko’s beauty appeals
to our aesthetic pleasures. Each
component has beauty of its own,
the total beauty is greater than the
sum of the parts. It is more than just a
quiet and beautiful place. There is a
cultural exchange, spiritual transfer,
peace, goodwill and quality of life.
One is at ease with the rhythms
and changing beauties of nature.
Serenity, calmness and wabi –
beauty in simplicity of nature and
patina of age are engendered by
harmony and balance in the design
and maintenance.
The mood changes with time of day,
the lighting, the sky and the season.
We are understanding nature, we
are at peace within ourselves. This is
Nikka Yuko.

-Dr. Robert Hironaka

EXPERIENCE
THE FRIENDSHIP

GARDEN GOAL:

Established during Canada’s Centennial in 1967,
Nikka Yuko was built to recognize contributions
made by citizens of Japanese ancestry to the
multi-cultural community of Lethbridge, Alberta,
and as a symbol of international friendship. Its
name was created from the Japanese words Ni
(from Nihon meaning Japan), ka from Kanada
or Canada, and Yuko, which translates as
“friendship” to mean “Japan-Canada friendship”.

There is a place for everyone at Nikka Yuko Japanese
Garden and we are appreciateive of every donation.
Your donations will go towards helping us develop new
programs and exhibits to enhance our visitor experience.

As a result, Nikka Yuko expresses the merging of
Japanese and Canadian culture in a garden
rich in symbolism. It captures the signature of the
southern Alberta landscape while simultaneously
integrating traditional Japanese philosophy and
symbols.
The three Imperial Family visits, for the Garden’s
official opening, 25th anniversary and the recent
50th anniversary, are indicative of the special
relationship that Lethbridge and Nikka Yuko
Japanese Garden has with the nation of Japan.
Nikka Yuko hosts a variety of cultural programming,
events, and activities throughout each season.
Take a step through our gates and transport
yourself to our oasis on the prairies.

Raise $50,000

Programming
Support our horticultural, cultural and historical
programs at Nikka Yuko. Foster the next
generation by donating to the Garden’s school
and educational programs.

Exhibits
Enhance Nikka Yuko’s exhibits, which highlight
local artists, historical artifacts, and cultural pieces
in our pavilion and Bunka Centre year-round.

Human Resources
As a leading Canadian garden that operates
year-round, Nikka Yuko is in need of staff to
develop our exhibits and programs.

DIRECTOR’S PATH

FOUNDER’S PATH

$1,500 - $2,499

$5,000+

2 voting membership

1 voting membership

9 annual passes

5 annual passes

100 courtesy passes to distribute at
donor’s discretion

50 courtesy passes to distribute at
donor’s discretion

6 Tickets to Golden Maple Reception

4 Tickets to the Golden Maple Reception

6 tickets to the opening night of the
Winter Light Festival

2 tickets to the opening night of the
Winter Light Festival

Name & logo on NikkaYuko.com

GARDENER’S PATH
$750 - $1,499

PRESIDENT’S PATH
$2,500 - $4,999

1 voting membership

2 voting membership

3 annual passes

7 annual passes

50 courtesy passes to distribute at
donor’s discretion

100 courtesy passes to distribute at
donor’s discretion

2 Tickets to the Golden Maple Reception

4 Tickets to Golden Maple Reception

2 tickets to the opening night of the
Winter Light Festival

4 tickets to the opening night of the
Winter Light Festival

EVENTS AT Nikka Yuko

GOLDEN MAPLE RECEPTION

URBAN LEGENDS

Breathe in the crisp fall air as we
celebrate the changing of seasons and
appearance of the fall colours with Nikka
Yuko’s annual Golden Maple Reception.

Make sure you look over your shoulder
as you make your way through the
Nikka Yuko on our spookiest night of
the year.

This yearly fundraiser takes place each
September and showcases local artists,
authors, and researchers whose work
sheds light on the history of JapaneseCanadians in Southern Alberta. Savour
Japanese-inspired food and drinks as
you enjoy performances and keynote
presentations inside the garden.

Listen to haunting stories of ghosts and
spirits from Japanese folklore and bonechilling accounts of tales that just might
have some truth to them - you be the
judge.

TORO NAGASHI

GODZILLA NIGHT

Toro Nagashi is a healing ceremony
to honour and guide the souls of those
who have passed on to the spirit world.
Paper lanterns are released in water,
traditionally on the final evening of the
Obon Festival, which is a thee-day
Japanese Buddhist custom to honour
the spirits of their ancestors.

If Japanese monsters are more your
style, enjoy a summer evening with our
resident Godzilla.

Nikka Yuko hosts this ceremony each
year for guests and our volunteers will
write messages in calligraphy to be
placed in the lanterns.

Soak in the summer evenings with a
movie in the garden, performances,
and culture, but be sure not to feed
any creatures that may emerge from
the water.

Not for the weak of heart, this yearly
event is sure to give you goosebumps.

The garden hosts regular movie nights,
including Godzilla Night, for fans and
film junkies alike to enjoy Japanese
movies and treats.

PERFORMANCES AT Nikka

Yuko

JAZZ FESTIVAL

TAIKO DRUMMING

Nikka Yuko is a proud partner with the
annual Lethbridge Jazz & Blues Festival.
This festival takes place over several
days and features jazz and blues artists
from across North America playing in
local venues throughout the city.

Nothing gets your heart pumping like
the thundering sounds of Taiko drums
among the serene grounds at Nikka
Yuko.

The garden is the most beautiful spot
to sit and enjoy jazz music by Japanese
artists. Nikka Yuko is pleased to have
hosted jazz guitarist and composer
Nobuki Takemen and singer/songwriter
Kaley Kinjo for past performances.

Be sure to catch one of two local
Taiko groups as they perform weekly
inside the garden. The beat of the
drums will leave you energized as you
admire the strength and coordination
of these artists. Taiko performances are
included with your admission to the
garden and always draw a crowd.

SHAKESPEARE IN THE GARDEN

MINYO DANCING

Where can you find the most beautiful
natural theatre stage except inside
Nikka Yuko Japanese Garden?

Take a step into Japan as you watch
Minyo dancers add colour and grace
to the garden.

Each year the garden works with the
Lethbridge Shakespeare Performance
Society to host a Japanese twist on
classic Shakespearan plays.

These traditional folk dancers join us
from the Nikkei Cultural Society weekly
to perform inside Nikka Yuko. Their
songs about Canada, Japanese Bon
Odori celebrations, and more are sure
to get your feet tapping. Don’t be shy make sure you join in on their last song,
Tanko Bushi, when audience members
are encouraged to learn the steps with
the Minyo dancers!

Bring your own lawn chair or blanket
and enjoy the talents of our local
actors with the garden as the
backdrop.

PROGRAMMING AT

Nikka Yuko
TEA CEREMONIES

TAD & TOMO STORIES

Learn about the intricate art of the
Japanese tea ceremony in a tea
presentation with one of our hosts
or hostesses. Sip fresh, hand whisked
matcha and enjoy Japanese sweets as
you experience this beautiful ceremony.

Gather round and listen to traditional
and modern tales from Japanese
folklore with our resident storyteller, Tad
Mitsui, and his trusty sidekick Tomo.

Tea ceremony presentations are held
regularly throughout the year for guests
to watch and join. If you prefer a more
intimate experience, our Ochakai [Tea]
Experiences are perfect for groups to
enjoy their own private tea ceremony.

Tad & Tomo tell stories as part of Nikka
Yuko’s regular programming and bring
smiles and laughs to guests of all ages.
Pull up a chair and let your imagination
soar as you immerse yourselves into
lighthearted stories sure to leave you
learning something new.

EXCLUSIVE TOURS

SUMO SUNDAYS

Learn more about the history of Nikka
Yuko Japanese Garden and Japanese
culture with a tour guided. Understand
the garden’s significance by learning
about those of Japanese descent and
their history in Southern Alberta.

Experience the thrill of Japan’s oldest
sport with our popular Sumo Sundays.

Book a guided tour focusing on the
garden’s history, horticultural aspects,
or learn about the history of pre-war
settlements. Guided tours are perfect
for large or small groups and school
field trips.

Watch real sumo matches from Japan
and learn about the history, rules,
techniques, and traditions of the sumo.
Learn what a sumo eats, how they
train, and pick your favourite wrestler to
cheer on.
Once you’ve learned all you can,
step into the dojo and challenge your
friends to your first sumo match!

EXHIBITS AT Nikka

Yuko

YOUR LEGACY AT Nikka

EXPERIENCE THE HISTORY

LEGACY DONATIONS

Nikka Yuko prides itself on the many
precious historical artifacts and artistic
pieces that guide our visitors’ learning
and provide in-depth information on
ancient and modern Japan. Nikka
Yuko’s tea pavilion provides a quiet
area to study our exhibits and learn
from our hosts and hostesses.

All donations are greatly
appreciated by the Lethbridge &
District Japanese Garden Society
and we thank those who feel strongly
towards the growth of Nikka Yuko.

Learn about traditional holidays,
celebrations and customs or admire
the work of local Japanese-Canadian
artists. Read about the experiences
those of Japanese descent faced
when moving to Canada and how the
love of baseball eased the hardships
of working in the sugar beet fields of
Southern Alberta.
Guests will soon be able to enjoy
exhibits all throughout the year with the
completion of the Bunka Centre. This
Centre will include two exhibit rooms
that will provide a unique experience
each time you visit.
No visit would be complete without
taking a moment to sit by our dry rock
garden and meditate on the patterns
created by our gardeners.

For those who are looking to make
a lasting donation that will endure
generations, Nikka Yuko offers a
legacy gift donation program that
will leave a permanent mark on our
garden.
Each legacy gift is special and
unique and the Society is committed
to finding an elegant and enduring
place to recognize your contribution
to Nikka Yuko Japanese Garden.
We look forward to working with our
donors who are wishing to make a
planned gift to Nikka Yuko. If you
are considering a legacy gift, we
encourage you to reach out to
one of our representatives so that
we can create a plan for your
commitment.

Yuko

WINTER LIGHT FESTIVAL AT

Nikka Yuko

KAMAKURA [IGLOO] EXPERIENCE
Our most popular event of the year,
our annual Winter Light Festival runs
throughout December and January and
features more than 170,000 dazzling
lights.
Book your private event for staff, clients,
or family and friends this season at Nikka
Yuko Japanese Garden! Wow your guests
with an exclusive event in the garden and
create unforgettable memories.
Nikka Yuko has several gathering
options available with exclusive and
non-exclusive packages and addtional
enhancements such as horse & wagon
rides and limo tours of the city lights.
Packages can accommodate groups
up to 200 guests and include hot
beverages and our signature Matcha
Maple cookies for all attendees.
Don’t miss your chance to host the best
holiday, staff, client appreciation, or family
gathering this season! Contact Nikka Yuko
Japanese Garden for rates and options.
Dates are subject to availability and are
booked on a first come, first serve basis.

SPONSOR
LEVEL

LOGO
DISPLAYED AT
THE GARDEN

FEATURED ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

COURTESY
PASSES

OPENING
NIGHT
TICKETS

PIECE OF
THE GARDEN

$500

2

2

GATE

$750

5

2

FEATURE
MUGO PINE

$1,000

10

5

GARDEN
BRIDGES

$1,500

15

5

ISLAND
MAPLES

$1,500

15

5

AZUMAYA
& RIVER

$2,000

20

10

RUSSIAN
OLIVE

$3,000

30

10

FRIENDSHIP
BELL & MAPLE

$4,000

40

10

PAVILION

$5,000

50

10

MOUNT FUJI

$5,000

50

10

TITLE SPONSOR

$10,000

100

20

PRIVATE
EVENT

